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aring the nearily ihree yesrs that Egypt and bBritaiv were
deadliocked over Nvez, Caire sirenuocusly cpposed any Arab co-
speration with the Wemt ou defense plans for the Middle East,
insisting thet ibe dispute with Eritais must be resvived firsi.
Lgypl'e overt and covert oppusition belped induce the regi of
the Arab states to forego the Lemwefits they might bave gained
frow ssscciation with the ¥astern-sponsored Hiddle Esst Command
in 1¥5)] and the uiddle Kast Defonse Urganigstion iv 1852 and
LaH3

s0 wariy 1%54, Cairo, for the same respon, worked lfeverishly

et

9 Liock iraqi adherence to the Turkish-Pakistani pact with iis
‘poribers tier™ concept envissging irsqi and possible Irapian
adherence. Within two weeks after the Sues accord, Egyptian
minister of pational guidance Salah Bslim sppprared in Irag, whers
he largely supported Prime Rinister Nuri's proposals that Niddle

tast defenme shnuld be Laged op a aodified version of tlie Arasb
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Lesgue's (ollective Becurity #ct. The Upited States, Lritaip
and Turkey would be invited to jois, apd ilhis arrapgewenl wouid
presusably take the plmce of the Apglo-iraqi tresty, wnict ox-
pires ip 1957, a5 well as ol tiae pewiy created Turkish-Pakistani
pask,

igyptisn priwe mipistier Nasr is mot prepared to accept
ihese proposais witbout some modification. te has publiciy
announced that Egypt would take ao part is any defense piaw in~
¥nlving the Western powers, asd that the Arabse would regard the
nreaence of Western Lases as ‘colonialisa in disguise.’ in iive
with this attitude, Egypt's foreigs saffairs minister told Ambanss~
dopr Caffery on 48 August that, for ressons of isternal poiicy,
Egypt at presesnt preferred to have wore economic aid apd no eili-
iary belp. It is thus clesr that Egypt ie pot ready to mligs
iteel? fully with ihe Westi.

e other Arab states, Sach pursuing individual interosts,
feel impelled to give the iraqi defense proposals appropriate

lip-gervice while at the Sane Lime aopibg io secure some western
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ihe Iragi proposais have the merit of being indigesous in
originv and of invitiang Vesteras counter-offers. Um the other hand,
these propossls implicitiy seggest thet the "morthers tier”
defense comncept be dropped apd Lhat the ¥Westi tie itself to a
feeble Arab stailes pact aised chiefly at ihe destructiop of Israel.
Pespite ambiguous Suggestions by Prime dipister Kuri thai the new
vact woulid prepsre ior peace with israel im accordance wiin UN
resolutions, there is no ipdication that any Arsb state is prepar~
ing fur peace. isvael would be furiher antagopized and aroused
were ithese proposals sccepied as a basis for diddle Esst deiense.

it thus appears thal the complex sapeuvers over regional
defepse wow ocourring in the Arsbh world spring largely from a
jockeying for position, as well as Irow anp uncertainty om ihe
pari of Arab ieaders as to bow much coatrel they have over their
swn peoples. ‘These leaders are still unwiliing and possibly un~
akle to co-oporate forthrighily with the ¥esi apd therefore a

period of bickering and bargaising appears ahead. Egypt cleariy
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istends (o re-establisso iteell as the lender o the Aradk world

amd 12 comtisee 1o prevent lrag Ifrem acihleving any preferentisl

alignuent with the Wast,
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